ATTENTION:
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CLAIMSPERSONNEL [ SERVICEMANAGER (1

IMPORTANT - All Service Personnel Should Read and Initial ®

APPLICABILITY: 1998 - 2003 Forester NUMBER: 03-50-02
1993 - 2003 Impreza (excluding WRX) DATE: 12/23/02
1990 - 1999 Legacy

SUBJECT: New Procedure for Replacing Rear
Wheel Bearings

INFORMATION

Ongoing studies of vehiclerepairsand service procedures have helped usidentify anew rear wheedl
bearing replacement procedurefor the vehiclesdescribed above. Additionally, severa design
changes have been madetoincreasethedurability of the original equipment caged ball bearingsinal
typesof operating conditions.

Theingd lation of secondary dust shieldsto the axle (August 2000 vehicle production), and changes
to thewhedl bearing itself represent some of theresultsof continued study. The most recent
production changeswere:

1. Materia changeof thegrease.
2.  Treatment changesto therear ball bearing & inner race.
3. Initid preload appliedin production changed.
These changestook placeeffectiveAugust 21, 2001, starting withthefollowing VIN's:

Impreza Sedan 2*517136
Wagon 2*817579
Forester 2*735724

Toreducethepossibility of repeat prematurefailures, Subaru isintroducing anew procedureto
servicetherear wheel bearings of the modelslisted abovethat entail sreplacing therear wheel
bearing onthevehicle.

Thisnew procedurewill eliminatethe heavy forces needed to servicetherear whedl bearingsthat
occur inusing ahydraulic press. Thissmooth, low forceinstallation eliminatesthe chances of
deforming thewhedl bearing housing andincreasesthe efficiency of repair.

EffectiveJanuary 2, 2003, thisnew approved proceduremust beused when replacingrear
wheel bearingsfor any repair submitted to Subaru of America, Inc. for reimbur sement.

CAUTION: VEHICLE SERVICING PERFORMED BY UNTRAINED PERSONS COULD
RESULT IN SERIOUS INJURY TO THOSE PERSONS OR TO OTHERS.
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Inaddition, thisrepair procedureisrequired onretail repairstobeedigiblefor any Subaru
Replacement PartsWarranty.

A new special tool kit hasbeen developed (supplied by Kent Moore, J45697) to performthis
procedureonthevehicle. Thenew toolsaredesigned to work only with taperedroller bearing. The
repair procedureisnot listed in thisbulletin but can befound in Subaru Service Publication Bookl et
Number MSA5TT0201. Thissupercedesthe old booklet of MSAS5TTO001.

Subaru isalso authorizing theingtall ation of ataper roller type bearing, part number 28016A A030,
asthereplacement part on the applicable Impreza& Forester models. Thistaper bearingisthe
same bearing that isapplicableto 99 model year & prior Legacy models.

If you have diagnosed afailed rear wheel bearing, repair it with the new procedure and check the
condition of theremaining side. Replaceonly if needed.

Thenew genuine Subar u rear wheel bearingsarenot to be packed with grease of any kind.
Thebearingisready toinstall out of thebox.

Thelabor operation numbersfor thereplacement of therear wheel bearing and itseffective partswill
not be changed, however, the new timefor one side replacement will be .8 hour and 1.5 for both
Sdes.
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